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carved hy )(htcicrs and 
the Merced River. From 
hanging valleys high 
above the river spill many 
other spectacular falls, 
including Bridalveil, Ver­
nal, Illilouette, Nevada, 
and Ribbon, which drops 
1,612 feet, longest single 
fall on the continent. 

Yosemite became ana­
tional park in 1890, a few 
days after nearby Sequoia 
attained park status. 



Yosemite firefall rains a 
river of embers down the 
face of Glacier Point. 
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embers. As twilight deep­
ens into night, an expect­
ant hush envelops camp­
ers in the valley more 
than half a mile below. 

Suddenly the cry 
sounds in the darkness, 
"Let the fire fall!" and 
men with long-handled 
rakes push the coals over 
the brink. As if in slow 
motion, the fiery torrent 
drifts toward the canyon 
floor, consuming itself as 
it falls. 
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